Breast cancer in Western Australia in 1989. I. Presentation.
This study was designed as a population-based study of all cases of breast cancer diagnosed in Western Australia (WA) in 1989. Cases were identified from the State Cancer Registry and from computerized hospital inpatient records. Data were obtained from the records of surgeons and oncologists managing the patients, hospital medical records, and pathology and cytology reports. A total of 701 histologically proven tumours were documented in 692 women. Of these 6.8% were not known to the State Cancer Registry. Two-thirds (68%) of tumours were first detected by the woman herself, 11% were found by a doctor and 11% were detected by mammographic screening. Stage I tumours accounted for 40% of tumours and Stage II 39%. The estimated lifetime risk of a WA woman developing at least one malignant breast tumour is 10%. Passive surveillance based upon a legal obligation on doctors to notify cases of cancer may be resulting in a significant under-estimation of the incidence of cancer in WA. Mammographic screening played only a small role in the detection of breast cancer in WA in 1989, but its contribution and the proportion of stage I tumours should both increase as a population-based mammographic screening programme is established. This survey will provide a yardstick against which changes can be measured. Eighty-four per cent of tumours presently occur in women who would have access to mammographic screening although only 44% occur in the 50-69 age bracket that is to be actively recruited. The lifetime risk of breast cancer in WA women is greater than has been appreciated previously.